
A staff member of the Army 
ROTC “Royal Warrior Battalion” at The 
University of Scranton was recently hon-
ored with a “U.S. Army Cadet Command 
Incentive Award” for excellence.

Army Master Sgt. Ian P. Bush was 
named the Cadet Command’s top enlisted 
ROTC Instructor for 2006. 

Cadet Command is the parent orga-
nization of the Army ROTC program and 
presents the Incentive Awards annually in 
recognition of the top performers in the 
command from around the country. It is 
the largest officer producing organization 
in the armed forces.

“Receiving this award is an honor I 
will never forget,” Bush said. “I feel strongly 
about my impact on the future Army 
officers I have interacted with and I am 
rewarded daily with their appreciation.”

Master Sgt. Bush resides in Scranton 
with his wife, Katherine, formally of 
Mineville, N.Y., and their two children, 
Allysa, 10, and Dylan, who is 4. Sgt. Bush 
is the son of Jeanne M. Bush of Witherbee, 
N.Y., and he graduated from Moriah 
Central High School.

During his14-year military career, 
Master Sgt.  Bush served both in the 
United States and overseas and his 
decorations include the Bronze Star, the 
Meritorious Service Medal, the Army 
Commendation Medal (four awards), the 
Army Achievement Medal (eight awards), 
the Army Good Conduct Medal (four 
awards), National Defense Service Medal 
(two awards), the Korean Defense Service 
Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal, the Kosovo Campaign Medal, 
Armed Forces Service Medal, the 
Noncommissioned Officer Professional 
Development Ribbon Numeral 3, Army 
Service Ribbon, Overseas Ribbon (three 
awards), NATO Medal (two awards), 
the Iraqi Campaign Medal, and the 
Global War on Terrorism Service and 
Expeditionary Medals.

Scranton ROTC Staff 
Member Named Best 
in the Nation

With more demand being placed on 
cellular telephone usage, the University’s 
Office of Network Resources has worked 
with Nextel to place a macro cellular site 
on the Communications Wing of St. 
Thomas Hall on campus.

Construction began on June 21, 
when a crane and trailers arrived to place 
the steel and shelter on the rooftop of the 
Communications Wing.  Completion of 
the cellular site was completed in August. 

Nextel plans to place approximately 
30 towers or macro cellular sites through-
out the northeast region to continue to 
provide the best possible service to their 
customers.  

Nextel users on campus and in the 
surrounding Scranton community will 
benefit from this macro cellular site.  
Users will experience enhanced cellular 
signal in addition to expanded system 
capacity. 

“The Office of Network Resources 
welcomed the opportunity to provide 
better service to students, faculty and 
staff and continue to look for future 
opportunities that enhance communi-
cation services to our University and 
the local Scranton community,” said 
Ron Skutnick, Director of Network 
Resources.

Nextel Cellular Site on 
Scranton Campus
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Student Public Safety Officer Jason 
R. Kroptavich recently received a scholar-
ship presented by the University/College 
Police Section of the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police. The 
scholarship, which provides financial 
assistance to an outstanding student pur-
suing an undergraduate degree related to 
any aspect of the criminal justice system, 
is one of only two such scholarships in 
the nation awarded by IACP. The award 
can be used to help defer the costs of 
tuition, books, fees, room and/or board.

Mr. Kroptavich, a sophomore 
majoring in criminal justice, has been 
employed by the University’s Public 
Safety Department since joining the 
Student Officer Program in his freshman 
year. He was recognized for his academic 
excellence by being named to the Dean’s 

List in Fall 2005.
Mr. Kroptavich is also employed by 

the Intensive Care Unit at Moses Taylor 
Hospital, Scranton. He is active in church 
and community service activities, a blood 
donor for the American Red Cross, and has 
participated in several church sponsored mis-
sion trips to Russia, Mexico, and Panama. 

He is also enrolled in The University 
of Scranton’s Army ROTC program and 
recently returned from military duty with 
his Army Reserve Unit in Iraq. He plans 
to pursue a career with the secret service.

The University/College Police Section 
represents the interests of sworn campus 
public safety within the IACP. Winners 
of the scholarship are chosen by the 
University/College Police Section for their 
outstanding academic efforts and commit-
ment to community.

From left: Richard A. 
Pomager, Director of 
Public Safety; Jason R. 
Kroptavich, one of only 
two winners in the nation 
of a scholarship from 
the University/College 
Police Section of the 
International Association 
of Chiefs of Police; Rev. 
Scott R. Pilarz, S.J., 
University President. 

Public Safety Officer Wins National Scholarship

When the University presents this 
year’s Distinguished Author Award, the 
recipient will be honored for sharing his 
passion for writing as well as celebrating 
his impressive writing career.

Area residents can meet New York 
Times best-selling author Phillip Margolin 
when he is presented the 2006 Royden B. 
Davis, S.J., Distinguished Author Award 
on Saturday, Oct. 7, at a dinner sponsored 
by the Friends of the Weinberg Memorial 
Library. Those attending the dinner will 
have the opportunity to ask questions 
of the author during a 5 p.m. reception 
and will hear Mr. Margolin read excerpts 
from and discuss his latest best-seller, Proof 
Positive, at the awards dinner that begins 
at 6:15 p.m. Reservations are required 
to attend both events, which will take in 
the University’s Eagen Auditorium of the 
Gunster Memorial Student Center. 

The former criminal defense attor-
ney began his career as a junior high 
school teacher in the South Bronx 
and took evening law school courses. 
His legal practice spanned nearly 25 
years, during which he handled various 
criminal cases in state and federal court, 
including nearly 30 homicide cases.    

Since Atty. Margolin went from 
a full-time law practice to a full-time 
writing career in 1996, all of his nov-
els have been best-sellers. He is the 
recipient of numerous literary awards, 

including an Edgar nomination for his 
first novel Heartstone; and the Literary 
Guild Main Selection honor for Gone 
But Not Forgotten, The Burning Man, 
Wild Justice and Lost Lake. His second 
novel, The Last Innocent Man, was made 
into an HBO movie. After Dark, The 
Undertaker’s Widow and Wild Justice 
were each Book of the Month Club 
selections, and Wild Justice and Lost Lake 
received the Oregon Book Club Award. 
His most recent book, Proof Positive, 
published by HarperCollins, was released 
at the end of June and appeared on the 

New York Times best-seller 
list.

 “The Distinguished 
Author Award selec-
tion committee was 
very impressed with Mr. 
Margolin’s commitment 
to sharing his love of writ-
ing,” said Bonnie Strohl, 
Weinberg Memorial Library 
Associate Director and 
member of the award selec-
tion committee. “He enjoys 
the opportunity to interact 
with students and other 
individuals interested in 
writing.  In addition to 
being the featured speaker 
at the dinner, Mr. Margolin 
will meet with some 

University creative writing students on 
Friday.”

Since 1996, the author has been presi-
dent and chairman of “Chess for Success,” 
a non-profit charity that uses chess to 
teach study skills in disadvantaged schools. 
He and his wife, Doreen, are the parents of 
two children and live in Oregon.

The Distinguished Author Award 
Series began with the Friends of the 
Weinberg Library’s desire to recognize and 
honor the work of fiction and non-fiction 
authors. They also saw it as an opportu-
nity for authors to share their literary pur-

suits and impressions with residents of 
northeastern Pennsylvania. The annual 
event helps the Friends of the Library 
Endowment Fund, which supports spe-
cial gifts for the Weinberg Library collec-
tions and services.

The Distinguished Author Award 
was named for the late Royden B. Davis, 
S.J., who served as the first president of 
the Weinberg Library.

For further information or to 
make a reservation, visit www.scranton.
edu/authaward, or contact Kym Fetsko 
at 941-7816 or fetskok2@scranton.edu. 
Tickets will also be available at the door 
on a space-available basis on the evening 
of the event.

New York Times Best-Selling Author Phillip Margolin to Speak at Scranton

Planning the Distinguished Author event are, 
from left, Diane Murray, President, Friends of the 
Weinberg Memorial Library; Charles E. Kratz, 
Dean of the library and information fluency at 
the University; and Ann Moskovitz, Distinguished 
Author Award Event Co-Chair. 
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